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The importance of Satellite Communications 

Satellite communications play a vital role in the global telecommunication 
system providing everyday, emergency and strategic services across 
the globe.  

Characteristics 

Enabler for Applications 

High Quality 

Quick Provision of Services 

Digital Transmission 

universal 

Complementary to 
terrestrial network 

Applications 

Television 

Broadband 

Military 

Back –up / recovery 

Mobility 

Radio 

Digital Cinema 
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Satcom now…more applications then known 

that will be dramatically increase in the near future 
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Contribution of Satellite Solutions to  the European 
Policy 
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DAE Targets… 

2013 target 
Reached thanks to 
satellite 
Broadband 

2020 DAE target of 30Mbps will be reached only 
thanks to satellite broadband  

BUT 
What about broadband penetration? 
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Let’s get an example: What if … Satellite Broadband had 
the same funding opportunities than other technologies?  

 Actual 18% penetration of broadband in rural areas  
      would be at least quadruple. 
 All schools would be connected 
 Almost all farmers would be connected 
 Almost all SME in rural areas would 

be connected (now 14%) 
 Rural Tourism would dramatically increase 
 DAE 2015 target on e-government  would be 

almost reached. 

WHERE IS THE ISSUE?  

Mainly  
non-technological 
road-blocs. 
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Satcom in the thechnology mix for Digital Society 

In pushing for a Digital Single Market, DG CONNECT has realised the 
need for Satellites to make 100% broadband coverage a reality.  
 
 
Beyond this, satellite technologies will be a key infrastructure: 
 
 
for tomorrow's "converging world", satellite in hybrid configuration with 
terrestrial networks provide: 

 As cost effective solution for video content.  
 Everywhere 
 Avoiding congestion of terrestrial network  
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EU legislation in support of Satellite Communication 

• The necessity to stress the importance to use a mix of technologies to 
reach 2020 DAE target. This could be done with a standard broadband 
mapping approach and a compulsory cost effectiveness analysis to assure 
the cost-efficient use of public funds. 

 
• The urgency to safeguard spectrum certainty for the sector  

 
• The necessity to ensure Research and Development goes beyond space. 

This is an essential component to ensure satellite’s  communication ability to 
assume its rightful place in the evolving digital world that starts in space & 
ends at the user.  

 
• The importance  to sustain the integration of a high-quality, satellite 

digital network infrastructure to support new and innovative 
applications (multimedia and content rich) available to all the EU 
citizens. This is fundamental to adapt to the digital era, thrive in the 
connected Digital Single Market and create growth and jobs.  
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